MARGARET   OLIPHANT
Historical Sketches
MARGARET OLIPHANT (1828-97) was born and brought up
near Edinburgh. In 1852 she married her cousin, and there-
after she resided in the South of England. For a long time
she was a most popular and industrious writer, producing
more than a hundred and twenty novels, as well as a large
number of literary and historical works.
We give an extract from her Historical Sketches during the
Reign of George II (1869). Our passage tells of the voyage
of Anson round Cape Horn. In 1740 Anson, with six war-
ships, was sent out to attack the Spanish possessions in South
America. This expedition entailed a voyage round Cape Horn.
Two of his ships failed to round the Horn and turned back;
one was wrecked; and (as is shown in the extract) only three
reached the rendezvous of Juan Fernandez. The strength of
the ships' crews had fallen from 961 to 335.
Later, Anson raided the Spanish colonies; and finally, with
only the Centurion left out of all his ships, he reached England
by way of China and the Cape of Good Hope, in June, 1743.